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Kitchen Motors
In the preparation of food, the fractional horse-power motor is due to
take a bigger part in the immediate future. With the aid of various
accessories, the kitchen motor (shown on the left in Fig. 229) will act as
whisk, mixer and beater; moreover, the work is done more efficiently
and quicker than by hand. An associated motor-driven device coming from
the U.S.A. is a garbage destructor which, fitted into the waste outlet of the
kitchen sink, minces up all normal kitchen refuse into a mash and allows it
to be swilled down the drain.
Washing-up Machines
Experiments are proceeding to find a suitable machine which will
undertake what is perhaps the most tedious of all household tasks, washing-
up. Domestic models have been produced which will not only wash and
rinse, but, by an automatic changeover switch, connect up a heater for
drying. In no case, however, has it yet been possible to produce washing-up
machines at a price which will make them available to the public in general,
and some years must pass before we can expect to see them in wide use.
An associated problem is that they demand a liberal supply of hot water,
a service which most homes cannot yet give.
Refrigerators
For food storage and preservation, there is every indication that
refrigerators will become commonplace in British homes in the immediate
future, and manufacturers have planned for production on a far larger scale
than hitherto. Two systems of refrigeration are available: (a) the
mechanical units based upon a motor driven compressor, and (b) the
non-mechanical units, having a heating element and obtaining refrigera-
tion on the absorption principle. Nearly all electric refrigerators are of the
former type.
The average capacity of electric refrigerators will increase. A popular
size before the war was 3 cu. ft.; now, it is more generally accepted that a
minimum capacity of 4 cu. ft. is preferable, and a " popular " model of
that size is to be marketed by most manufacturers as soon as general
production is resumed. To facilitate repairs, the units of all the principal
manufacturers are in future to be standardised to the extent that they will
be interchangeable, and, if a fault develops, another unit can quickly be
fitted without removing the machine as a whole or waiting while one
particular brand of unit is obtained.
Several companies have planned to introduce the built-in type of
refrigerator, which will usually be mounted at table height for greater
convenience in use. One of these is shown on the left of the kitchen in
Fig. 229. There is a slight saving in production cost by this method, and, of
course, for the rented home, there is an advantage in having such apparatus
as a permanent fixture.